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To the REA DER. 


— cc 


EFO RE you begin the fallauimg hiſtory, 


which is made believe 19 be related by 2 


Mousg, 1 muſt beg, you awill he careful to | 


remember, that the Author's deſign in wuwriting 
it, was ug leſs ta inſtruct and improve, tan 


it was i amule and divert you. Ut © there 2 
fore, earneſtly hoped, that as you read it, you will © 


obſerve all the goad advice therein delivered, 
and endeavour 10 pri: from it, whilſt at the 
Same time, you reſalve to ſpun all aims which 
render thiſe ewwha prafiſe them mat only 
deſpicable, but really wicked, Sincerely awi/h» 
ing that the Mouſe may prove neither wholly un- 
entertaining vr uninſtruftive zo you, J ſubſcribe 


myſelf 
A Te ſincore Well. wuiſber, 


To all my little Readers 
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INTRODUCTION. 
D URING a remarkable ſevere winter, | 


when a prodigious fall of ſnow con- 
fined every body to their habitations, who 
were happy enough to have one to ſhelter 
them from the intlemency of the ſeaſon, and 
were not obliged, by buſineſs, to expoſe them- 
ſelves to its rigour, I was on a vilit to Meadoive 
Hall; where had aſſembled likewiſe a large 
party of young folk, who all ſeemed, by 
their harmony and Wood. humour, to ſtrive 
who ſhould the moſt contribute to render 
pleaſant that confinement which we were all 
equally obliged to ſhare, Nor were thoſe 
further advanced in life, leſs anxious to 
contribute to the general nee and 

entertainment. 8 
After the more ſerious employment of read- 
ing each morning was concluded, we danced, 

we ſung, we played at blindman's buff, 
battledore and ſhuttlecock, and many other 
4 a games 


Mi  IxTrODUCTI1ON. 
games equally diverting and innocent, and 
when tired of them, drew our ſeats round 
the fire, whilſt each one in turn, told ſome 
merry ſtory to divert the company, 

At laſt, after having related all that we 
could recolle& worth reciting, and being ra- 
ther at a loſs what to ſay next, a ſprightly 
girl ia company propoſed, that every one 
mould relate the hiſtory of their own lives ; 
And it muſt be ſtrange indeed, added ſhe, 
if that will not help us out of this difficul- 
ty, and furniſh converſation for ſome days 
longer, and by that time, perhaps, the froſt 
will break, the ſnow will melt, and ſet us 
all at liberty. But let it break when it will, 
I make a lau, that no one ſhall go from Ma- 
dow: hall till they have told their own hiſtory ; ; 
ſo take notice ladies and gentlemen, take no- 
tice every body what you have to truſt to. 
And becauſc, continued ſhe, I will not 
be unreaſonable, and require more from you 
than you can ee 1 will give all you, 
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NTRODUCTION, ix 
who may perhaps have forgotten what paſſed 
ſo many years ago, at the beginning of 
your lives, two days to recolle& and digeſt 
your ſtory ; by which time, if you do not 
produce ſomething pretty and entertaining, 
we will never again admit you to dance or 
play among us. All this ſhe ſpoke Wit h o 
good-humoured a ſmile, that every one was 
delighted with her, and promiſed to do their 
beft to acquit themſelves to her ſatis faction; 
whilſt ſome (the {ength of whole lives had not 
rendered them forgetful of the tranſactions 
which had paſſed) in tantly began their ne- 
noir, as they called them: and really ſome 
related their narratives with ſuch Ipitit and 
ingenuity, that it quite diſtreſſed us as older 
ones, leaſt we ſhould diſgrace our ſelves, when 
it ſhould fall to our turn to hold forth. How- 
ever, we were all determined to produce | 


/amething, as our fair directreſs ordered. Ac- 


cordingly the next morning I took up my pen 
to endeavour to draw up ſome kind of a 
Ag hiſtory 


x | INTRODUCTION. 
hiſtory, which might ſatisfy my companions 
in confinement.— to} up my pen it is true, 
and laid the paper before me, but not one 
word toward my appointed taſk could I pro- 


ceed, The various occurrences of my life 


werc ſuch as far from affording entertainment, 
would, 1 was certain, rather afflict; or, per- 
haps, not interefling enough for that, only 
 Fipify, and render them more weary of the 

continuation of the froſt than they were be- 
fore I began my narration, Thus circum- 
ſtanced, therefore, although by myſelf, I 
broke filence by exclaiming, What a taſk 


has this ſweet girl impoſed upon me] One 


which I ſhall never be able to execute to my 
own Hatisfactun, or her amuſement ! The ad- 
ventures of my life (though deeply intereſt. 
ing to myſelf) will be inſipid and unenter- 


taining to others, eſpecially to my young 
hearers : I cannot therefore attempt it 


Then write mine, which may be more di- 
virtingy laid a little (queaking voice, which 


ſounded 1 


« InTxODUCTION, xi 
ſounded as if cloſe to me. I ſtarted with ſur- 
priſe ] not knowing any one to be near me ! 
aud looking round, could diſcover no obje& 
from whom it could poſſibly proceed, when 
caſting my eyes upon the ground, in a little 
hole under the ſkirting- board, cloſe by the fire, 
I diſcovered the head of a Mouſe peeping out. 
I aroſe with a deſign to ſtop the hole with 
a cork, which happened to lay on the table by 
me, and I was furpriſed to find that it did not 
run away, but ſuffered me to advance quite 
cloſe, and then only retreated a little into the 
hole, ſaying in the ſame voice as before, Will 
you write my hiſtory ? You may be ſure that 
I was much ſurpriſed to be ſo addreſſed by 
ſuch an animal ; but aſhamed of diſcovering 
any appearance of afloniſhment, leſt the 
Mouſe ſhould ſuppoſe it had frightened me, 
I anſwered with the utmoſt compoſure, 
that I would write it willingly if it would 
dictate to me. O! that I will do, replied 


the Mouſe, if you will not hurt me, Not for 


4 the 
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the world, returned 1 ; come, therefore and 
fit upon my, table, that I may hear more 
diſtinctly what you have to relate, It in- 
ſtantly accepted my invitation, and with 
all the nimbleneſs of its ſpecies, ran up the 
ſide of my chair, and jumped upon my ta- 
ble; when getting into a box of wafers, it 
began as follows : 

But, before I proceed to relate my new lit- 
tle companion's hiſtory, 1 mmſt beg leave to 
aſſure my readers, that, in earneſt, I never 
heard a Mouſe ſpeak in all my life, and only 
wrote the following narrative as being far 
more entertaining, and not leſs inſtructive 
than my own life would have been; and as 
it met with the high approbation of thoſe 


for whom it was written, I have lent it to 
Mr. Mayhall, ſor him to publiſh it if he 
pleaſes, for the equal amuſement of his little 
cuſtomers, r | | 
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' IKE all other new born animals, whether 
of the human or any other ſpecies. 4 

Y | cannot pretend to remember, what paſſed 

ar during my infant days. The firſt circum- 

e] ſtance I can recollect was my mother's ad- 
| | drefling me and my three brothers, who all 
** | layin * ſame neſt, in the following words; 
ſe | 1 have my children, with the greateſt diffi- 
'o | culty and utmoſt hazard of my life, pro- 
ie | videdfor you all to the preſent moment.—But 
the period is arrived, when I can no longer 
purſue that method: ſnares and traps. are 
every where ſet for me, nor ſhall J, without 
infinite danger, be able to procure ſuſtenance 
= | to ſupport my own exiſtence, much leſs can I 
- | find ſufficient for you all; and indeed; with 
| pleaſure, I behold it as no longer porn ety 

| r ö 


* 


— 
14  PerRAmBULATION of a Mouse, 


ſince you are of ag* now to provide and 
ſhift for vour'e!'ves. 4nd I doubt not, but 
your agility wil! enabie you to procure a very 
comfortable livelihood ; only let me give 
you this one ca. —_ never (whatever the 
temptation may be) appear often in the 
ſame place; if you do, however you may 
flatter yourſel\ es to the contrary, you will 
certainly at laſt be deſtroyed. do ſaving, ſhe 
ſtroked us all with her fore paw as a token 
of her affection, and then hurried away, to 
conceal from us the emotions of her ſorrow 
at thus ſending us into the wide world, 

She was no ſooner gone, than the thought 
of being our own directors ſo charmed our 
little hearts, that we preſently forgot our 
prief at parting from our kind parent, and 
impatient to ule our liberty, we all ſet for- 
ward in ſearch of ſome food, or rather ſome 
ndventare 5 as our mother had left us victuals 
more than ſufficient to ſupply the wants of 
that day. With a great deal of difficulty. we 
clambered. up a high wall on the inſide of a 
wainſcot, till we reached-tbe ſtory above that 
we were born in, where we found it much 
eaſter to run round within the ine 
than to aſcend any higher. 


While we were there, our noſes were de- 


Iightſully regaled with the text of the molt 
| 0 delicate 
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PRRAMBULATION of a Movse, 15 
delicate food trat we had vet ſmeiti ; we were 
anxious to procure a taſte of 1: hkewile, and 
after running round and round the room 
a great many times, we at laſt diſcovered a 
little crack, through which we made ur en- 
trance. My brother Lengtail led the wav 
I followed; Softdown came next; bu! Brights 
zyes would not be prevailed upon to venture. 
The apartment which we entered was ſpa- 
cious and elegant, at leaſt, diffe-cd in greatly 
from any thing we had ſeen, that we 
imagined it the fineſt place upon earth. It 
was covered all over w. ha carpet of various 


10 "ERAMBULATION of a IMOUSE, 
colours that not only concealed ſome bird. 
ſeeds which we came to devour, but alſo for 
-lome time prevented our being diſcovered ; as 
we were of much the ſame hue with many of 
the flowers on the carpet, At laſt alittle girl 
who was at work in the room by the fide of 
her mamma, ſhrieked out as if violently 
hurt, Her mamma begged to know the 
cauſe of her ſudden alarm. Upon which ſhe 
called out, a Mouſe! a Mouſe! I ſaw one 
under the chair! And if you did, my 
dear, replied her mother, is that any reaſon 
for your behaving ſo ridiculouſly ? If there 
were twenty mice, what harm could they poſ- 


ſibly do ? you may eaſily hurt and deſtroy them; 


but, poor little things! hey cannot if they 
would hurt . What could not they bite 
me ? inquired the child, They may indeed 
be able to do that: but you may be wery lure 
that they have no ſuch inclination, rejoined 
the mother. A Mouſe is one of the moſt 
timorous things in the world; every noiſe 
alarms it: and though it chiefly lives by plun- 
der, it appears as if puniſhed by its fears for 
the miſchieſs which he commits among our 
property. It is therefore, highly ridiculous to 
pretend to be alarmed at the ſight of -a.crca- 
ture that would run from the ſound of your 
voice, and withes never to come mmear ro 

leſt, 


» 


] 
j 
] 
| 


F 0 


PenaMBULATION of a Most. 17 
leſt, as you are far more able, you ſhould 
alſo be diſpoſed to hurt it, But I am fure, 
Madam, replied the little girl, whoſe name L 
afterwards heard was Nancy, they do not a}. 
aveys run away; for one day as Miſs Bety 
Kite was looking among ſome things, which 
ſhe had in her box, a Moule jumped out and 


ran up her frock ſleeve ; ſhe felt it q ite up- 


on her arm, And what became of it then ? 
inquired the mother, It jumped down againg 
replied Nancy, and got into a little hole in 
the window. ſeat; and Beth did not ſee it 
again, Well then my dear, reſumed the 
lady what harm did it do her ? Is not that a 
convincing proof of what I ſay, that you 
have no cauſe to be afraid of them, and that 
it is very filly to be ſo? It is certainly fooliſh 
to be afraid of any thing, unleſs it threatens 
us'with immediate danger, but to pretend to 
be ſo at a _Moufe and ſuch like innofenfive 
things, is a degree of weakneſs that | can 
by no means f{fter any of my children W in- 
dulge. May 1 det, Made ing the 


child, be afraid of cows and horſes; and ſuch 

great beaſts as thoſe? 

ſwered her mother, unlefs they art. nk 
hure you. If a Cow or an -horſes 

you, I would, have you fear them, 

as to get out of the way; but 1 
Vor. I. 


Certain not an- 
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they are 


18 PERAMBULATION of @ Mouse. 
quietly walking or grazing in a field, then to 
fly from them, as if you thought they would 
eat you inſtead of the graſs, is moſt ab- 
ſurd, and diſcovers great want of ſenſe. I 
once knew a young lady who, I believe, 
thought it looked pretty to be terrified at 
every thing, and ſcream if a dog, or even 
a Mouſe looked at her: but moſt ſeverely was 
the puniſhed for her folly, by ſeveral very 
diſagreeable accidents ſhe by thoſe means 
brought upon herlelf. 

One day when ſhe was drinking tea in a 
large company, on the door being opened, 
a {mall Jlaliau grey-hound walked into the 


Th 
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PEN AMBULATION of a MOUSE. 19 
drawing room. She happened to be ſeated 
near the miſtreſs of the dog, who was making 
tea : the dog, therefore, walked toward her, 
in order to be by his favourite : but upon his 
advancing near her,' ſhe ſuddenly jumped 
up, without conſidering what ſhe was about, 
overturned the water-urn, the hot iron oft 
which rolling out, ſet fire to her cloaths. 
which inſtantly blazed up, being only mullin, 
and burnt her arms, face, and neck, molt 
dreadfully : ſhe was ſo much hurt as to be 
obliged to be put immediately to bed ; nor 
did ſhe recover enou h to go abroad for many 
months. Now though every one was lorry 
for her ſufferings, who could poſſibly help 
blaming her-for her rediculous behaviour ? as 
it was entirely#owing to her own "folly, that 
ſhe was ſa hurt. Wen ſhe was talked to 
upon the {abjett, ſhe 'Sleaded for her excuſe, 
that ſhe Was o'Frightenzd: {ke did not krow 
what ſhe di „noh whether ing; but 


+ 


a$ſhe thought that the dog wr coming to her 


| the could not” help jumping to get ot of 


his way. Now wha! ridiculous arguinig was 
this! Why could not ſhe help it? And if the 
dog had really been going to her, what harm || 
would it have done? Could ſhe ſuppoſe that 
the lady whoſe houſe ſhe was at, would || 

. B 2: ae 


20 PERAMBULATION of a Movuse. 
have luffered a beaſt to walk about the houſe 
looſe, and go into company, if he was apt 
to Ste and hurt people? Or why ſhould 
ſhe think he would more injure her, than 
thoſe he had before paſſed by? But the real 
cale was, ſhe did not think at all; if ſhe 
had given herſelf time for that, ſhe could 
not have acted ſo rid:culouſly, Another time 


when ſhe was walking from the ſame want 
of reflection, ſhe very nearly drowned her- 
ſelf, She was paſling over a bridge, the out- 
ide rails of which were in ſome places okay 

| own: 
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PzRAMBULATION of a Mouse, 21 
down: while ſhe was there, ſome cows, 
which a man was driving, met her: 1mme- 
diately, without minding whether ſhe went 
ſhe ſhrieked out, and at the lame time jump= 
ed on one ſide juſt where the rail happened 
to be broken, and down ſhe fell into the river; 
nor was it without the greateſt difficulty that 
ſhe was taken out time enough to lave her 
life. However ſhe caught a violent cold and 
fever, and was again, by her own fooliſh 
fears, confined to her bed for ſome weeks. 
Another accident ſhe once met with, . which 
though not quite fo bad as the two former, 
yet might have been attended with fatal con- 
iequences, She was fitting in a window, 
when a walp happened to fly toward her; ſhe 
haſtily drew back her head, and broke the 
pane of glaſs Lehind her, fome of which 
{tuck in her neck. It bled prodigioufly ; but 
a ſurgeon happily being preſent, made ſome 
application to if, which' prevented its being 
followed with any other il! effects, than only 
a few days weakneſs, occaſioned by the loſs 
of blood, Many other misfortunes of the 
like kind ſhe frequently experienced, but 
theſe which I have now related, may ſerve 10 
convince you how extremely abſurd it is for 
people to give way to, and indulge themſelves 


in {uch groundlels apprehenſions; and they - 


B 3 being 
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being afraid, when there is no danger, ſub- 
ject themſelves to real misfortunes, and moſt 
fatal accidents. And if being afraid of cows, 
dogs, and waſps, all of which if they pleaſe, 
can certainly hurt us) is ſo ridiculous, what 
muſt be the folly of thoſe people who are 
terrified at a little filly Mauſe, which never 
was known to hurt any body, 

Here the converſation was interrupted by 
the entrance of ſome gentlemen and ladies 
and we having enjoyed a very fine repaſt un- 
der one of the chairs during the time that the 


mother and daughter had held the above diſ-' 


courſe, on the chairs being removed for ſome 
of the viſitors to ſit upon, we thought it beſt 
to retire : highly pleaſed with our meal, and 
not leis with the kind good will which the 
lady had we thought expreſſed towards us, 
We related to our brother Brightryes all that 
had paſſed, and aſſured him he had no reaſon 
to apprehend any danger from venturing 
himſelt with us. Accordingly he promiled, 
if ſuch was the c-ſe, that the next time we 
went and found it ſafe, if we would return 
back and call him, he would certainly ac- 
company us. In the mean time, do pray 
Nimble, ſaid he, addreiling himſelf to me, 
come with me to ſome other place, for I long 
to taſte ſome more delicate food than our — 

| taer 
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PEeRAMBULATION of a Mouse, 23 
ther has provided for us, beſide, as perhaps it 
may be a long while before we ſhall be ſtrong 
enough to bring any thing away with us, 
we had better leave. that, in caſe we ſhould 
ever be prevented from going abroad to ſeek 
for ſreſn ſupplies. Very true replied I, what 

ou ſay is quite juſt and wiſe, therefore I will 
with all my heart attend you now, and lee 
what we can find. So ſaying, we began to 
climb; but not without much difficulty, for 
very frequently the bits of mortar which we 
ſtepped upon gave way beneath our feet, 
and tumbled us down together with it lower 
than when we firſt let off. However, as we 

were very light, we were not much hurt b 
our falls; only indeed, poor Brighteyes, by 
endeavouring to ſave himſelf, caught by his 
nails on a rafter, and tore of one of them from 
off his right fore-foot, which was very ſore, 
and inconvenient,, At length wgdgrmounted 
all difficulties, and, invited by a. ſt ng {cent of 
plum-cake, entered a cloſet, where we found 
a fne large one, quite whole and entire, 
We immediately ſet about mal tg dur way 
into it, which we.cafily. ęffeched, as it was 
mo deliciouſly gice, aodxnoi at all hard to 

our teeth. .. „ | 

Brighteyt*; who had not defore- par aken of 
the bird- leed, was overjoyed at the ſight. He 
almoſt 
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almoſt forgot the pain of his foot, and ſoon 
buried himſelf withinſide the cake; whilſt I, 
who had pretty well ſatisfied my hunger be- 
fore, only ate a few of the crumbs, ana then 
went to take a ſurvey of the adjoining apart} w 
ment. I crept ſofily under the door of the 
cloſct into a room, as large as that which! 
had before been in, though not ſo elegant yen 
furniſhed ; for indead of being covered with ſo 
a carpet, there was only a {mall one round al th: 
bed; and near the fire was a cradle, with a 

cleanly looking woman ſitting by it, rocking 

it with her foot, whilſt at the ſame time we 
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onfwas combing the head of a little boy about 


1 


four years old. In the middle of the room 


e · ſtood a table covered with a great deal of lit- 
enter; and in one corner was the little girl 


1 


whom I had before ſeen with her mamma, 


hefcrying and ſobbing as if her heart would 


1 1 
t'y 
ith 
d a 

a 
ng 


we 


break. As Lmade not the leaſt noiſe at my 
entrance, no one obſerved me for {ome time ; 
ſo creeping under one of the beds, I heard 
the following diſcourſe. 

It does not ſignify, Miſs, ſaid the woman, 
who J found was the children's nurſe, I never 


[will put up with ſuch behaviour: you 


know that I always do every thing for you 


wi when you ſpeak preztily; but to be ordered to 


dreſs you in ſuch a manner, is what I never 
will ſubmit to; and you ſhall go wnge//ed all 
day belore I will dreis you, uniel$yf6u will 
alk me as you ought to do. Nancy made no 
reply: but only continued crying. Aye! you 
may cry and ſob as much as you pleaſe, ſaid 
the nurſe; I do not care for that: | ſhall not 
dreſs you for crying and roaring, but for being 
good and ſpeaki''y with civiity. Juſt as the 
laid theſe words, the door opened, and in 
come the lacy whom I before {aw, and whoſe 
name I afterwards found was Arileſs. AS 
ſoon as ſhe entered the nurie adareiſed ber, 
laying, Pray, Madam, is it by your 1 

that 
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26 PrRANMBUTLATTION of a Movss, 
that Miſs Nancy behaves ſo rudely, and bid, 
me drefs her direUly, and change the buckle 
in her ſhoes, or elſe ſhe will 1p my face . 
indeed ſhe did give me a flap upon my hand. 
o told her, that I would not dreſs her af 
ali; fer realiy, Madam, I thought you woul ras 
not wilh me to do it, whillt the behaved of... 
and I took the liberty of putting her to ſtan 
in the corner. I do not. think, replied Mah. 
Ar:l-/5, that ſhe deſerves to ſtand in the 793 * 
at all, or in the Hu⁰e either, if ſhe behaves n . 
that manner: if ſhe does not ſceak civilly wheg: 
ſhe wants to be aſliſted, let her go withouf 
help, and ſ{-e what will become of her then, 1.8 
am quite aſhamed of you, Nanq !“ I could no "8 
have thought you would behave lo; but ſinc * 
you have, I promiſe that you ſhall not by 
reſſed to-day, or have any aſſiſtance giver 
= unleſs you ſpeak in a very differen 
manner, 

Whit Mrs, Art was talking, Nurk 
went out of the room, Mrs, Arteſ then tool. 
her {eat by the cradie, and looking into i 
found the child awike, and 1 ſaw her takf' 
out a fine little girl about five months old 


0! 


5 


ſhe then continued her diſcourſe, ſaying ah 
look here Nancy, look at this little baby, fe 
how unable it is to help itſelf, were wee «A 
neglect attending to it, what do you think 
5 wouk 
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ould become of it ? Suppoſe I were now to 
ut your ſiſter upon the floor, and there leave 
er, tell me what do you think ſhe could do, 
r what would. become of her? 

Nancy ſobbed out, that ſhe would die. And 
brav, my dear, continued Mrs, Arileſt, if we 


ere to leave you to yourſelf, what would be- 


AN 
Yo! 


ome of you? It is true you talk, and run 
bout better than Polly, but not a bit better 


70 
| Foul you provide for, or take care of your- 


| OU 


NC 


no Y 
ou make your own clothes, W 
e 


ef, Could you buy, or drel, your own 
el ctaals ? could you light your own. fire? 
ould you clean your own houſe, or open 
ad (hut the doors and windows? Could 


hem on without ſome aſſiſtance, n 


nade? And who do you think will qo ny 
vet 
ing for you, if 3 are not goo? . 


'd 


ny 


ot ſpeak civilly ?.,Not 7, I promile you, 
either ſhall nurſe, nor any of the lervants; 
for though I pay them wages to help to do 
v bufineſs for me, I never want them to do 
ny thing Uvlels they are dehred in a pretty 
anner. Sould vou like, if when I want 
gu to rick up my lc ſſars, or do any little 


Job, I were to (ay, pick up my ſciſſurs this no. 


Frent, or I will 2 your face? should not 


Jou think that it lounded very cs, and dif. - 


| bzrceable ? ach 


1 
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Yes, Madam replied Nancy. Then why 
rejoined Mrs. Artle/s, ſhould you ſpeak crof 
to any body, particularly to ſervants ant 
poor people? for to behave ſo to them, is no 
only creſ, but infalent and proud: it is as i 
you thought that becauſe they are rathe 
poorer, they are not io good as yourlelf 
whereas I aſſure you, powerty makes no differ 
ence in the merit of people; for thoſe onl 
are deſerving of reſpect who are truly good 
and a beggar who is wirluous, is far beite 
than a prince who is wicked, I was prevente 
from hcaring any more of this very juſt dil 
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courſe, by the little boy's opening the door 
and letting in a cat, which though it was the 
firſt that I had ever ſeen in my life, I was cer- 
tain was the ſame deſtructive animal to our 
race, which I had frequently heard my mo- 
ther deſcribe. I therefore made all polkible 
haſte back to the cloſet, and warning, Brig hi- 
eyes, of our danger, we inſtantly returned by 
the ſame way which we came, to our tuo 
brothers, whom we found waiting for us, ard 
wondering at our long abſence, We related 
to them the dainty cheer which we had met 
with, and agreed to condutt them thither in 
the evening. Accordingly, as ſoon as it grew 
towards duſk, we climbed up the wall, and 
all four together attacked the plum-cake, 
which no one had touched ſince we left it; but 
ſcarcely had we all ſeated ourſelves round it, 
than on a ſudden the cſoſet door opened, and 
a woman entered, Away we all ſcampeted 
a3 faſt as poſſible, but poor Prighicyct, who 
could not move quite ſo faſt on account ct 
his ſore toe, and who likewiſe having advanc- 
ed farther into the cake, was diſcovered before 
he could reach the crack by which we entered. 
The woman, who had a knife in her hard, 
rock at him with it, at the ſame time ex- 
clainin2, Bleſs me nuiſe, here is a mcuſe in 


{the cloſet! Happily ſhe miſled her aim, and 


Fm 4 he 
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he ouly received a {mall wound on the tip of 
his tail, This interruption ſadly alarmed inf 
- andit was above an hour before we could 
have courage to venture back, when finding 
every thing quiet, except Mrs. nurſe's ſinging 


to her child we again crept out, and once]; 


more ſurrounded the cake, We continued 
without any further alarm till we were per- 
fectly ſatished, and then retired to a little 
diſtance behind the wainſcot, determined 
there to ſleep, and to breakfaſt on the cake 
the next day. | 
Early in the morning I waked, and 8 
my brothers, we all marched forward, an 
ſoon arrived at the delightful cake, where 
we highly enjoyed ourſelves without the leaſt 
diſturbance, till our appetites were fully ſatis- 
fied. We then retired, and took a little run 
round ſome other parts of the houſe, but met 


with nothing worth relating, At noon we 
again made our way into the cloſet, intend- 
ing to dine on the diſh on which we break- 
faſted ; but to our no ſmall mortification, the 
delicious dainty was removed. This you 
may be fure was a ſad diſappointment; yet; 
as we Wete not extremely hungry, we had 
time to look about for more. We were not 
long in finding it, for upon the ſame ſhelh 
from wh:ch the cake was removed, there wa 
a round 


1 e 
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a round tin box, the lid of which was not 
nite cloſe ſhut down, into this we all crept, 
and were highly regaled with ſome nice lumps 
of ſugar—But it would be endleſs to enume- 
rate all the various repaſts which we met with 
in this cloſet, ſometimes terrified by the en- 
trance of people, and ſometimes comfortably 
enjoying ourſelves without alarm: it is ſuffi- 
cient to inform you, that unmindful of our 
mother's advice, we continued to live upon 
the contents of the ſame cupboard for above 
a week; when, one evening, as we were as 
uſual haſtening to find our E Softdown, 
who happened to be firſt, ran eagerly to a 
eng of cheeſe which he ſaw hanging before 
im. Come along, ſaid he, here is ſome nice 
cheeſe, it ſmells moſt delightfully good! * 
as he ſpoke theſe words, before any of us 
came up to him, a little wooden door on a 
ſudden dropped down, and hid him and the 
cheeſe from our fight. antes 
It is impoſſible to deſcribe our conſter- 
nation and ſurpriſe upon this oecaſion, hick 
was greatly iucreaſed when we advanced near 
the place, at ſeeing him (through ſome little 
wire bars) confined in a ſmall box, without any 
viſible way for him to get out, and hearing 


him in the moſt moving accents beg us to 


aſliſt him in procuring his liberty. We all 
C 2 : ran 


* 
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ran round, and round, his place of confine- 
ment ſeveral times, but not the leaſt crack or 
opening could we diſcover, except through 
the bars, which being of iron it was impoſſi- 
ble for us to break or bend. At length we 
determined to try to gnaw through the wood- 
work cloſe at the edge, which being already 
me little diſtance from one of the bars, we 
hoped, by making the opening a little wider 
he would eſcape : accordingly we all began, 
he on the inſide, and we all on the out, and 
by our diligence had made ſome very conſi- 
derable progreſs, when we were interrupted 
by the entrance of Mrs. nurle with the child 
in her arms. 

Upon the fight of her, though much griev. 
ed to leave our brother in his diſtrels, yet 
fearing inſtant death would be the fate of all 
of us if we ſtaid, to preſerve our own exiſt. 
ence, we retired as quick as poſſible, but 
not without her ſeeing ſome of us, for we 
heard her ſay to herlelf, or the babe in her 
arms, 1 declare this clolet fwarms with 
mice, they ſpoil every thing one puts here, 
Then taking up the box in which was poor 
Softamun (and which I afterwards learned wzs 
called a trap) ſhe carried it into the room: I 
crept ſofily after her, to ſee what would be 
the fate of my beloved brother. But what 


words 
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words can expreſs my horror, when | ſaw her 
holding it in one hand clole to the candle, 


(77; 
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w hilſtin the vities he b held the child, , ſinging 
to her with the utmoſt com poſure,and bidding 
her look at the mou/y/ monyy / 

What were the actions or ſenſations of 
poor Sof!down at that dreadful moment I 
know not, but my own anguiſh, which it is 
impoſſible to deſcribe, was ſtil] augmented 
every moment by ſeeing her ſhake the trap 
almuſfToply turvey,then blow through the trap 
at one end, at which times I ſaw-*he dear 
creature sail come out between the wires on 
the contrary fide, as he was ſtriving, I ſuppoſe, 


3 to 
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to retreat ſrom her. At length, aſter ſhe had an, 
thus tortured him for ſome time, ſhe ſet the {hal 
trap on the table, ſo cloſe to a large fire, that hea! 
I am ſure he muſt have been mnch incom- [lo 
moded by the heat, and began to undreſs her þha 
child, 

Then hearing ſomebody go by the door, [| 
ſhe called out, Who is there? ls it you Betty, figh 
if it is, I wiſh you would come and take down Ih 
the moule trap, for I have caught one. [hai 
Betty inſtantly obeyed her call, and deſired to [the 
know what ſhe wanted. I want you to take |] « 
down the mouſe trap, ſhe replied, for I can- fut 
not leave the child, I am glad that I have 


We 
got it, I am ſure, for the cloſet ſwarms /e, |]: 
there is no ſuch thing as bearingit, They ful 


devour every thing. I ceclare they have |] 1 
eaten up a whole pound of ſugar, which coſt | wi 
me eleven-pence, ſugar is now {o mnſtrou/ly | he 
dear! indeed the man made a favour to let me 
have it for that, only he ſaid as our family | hi 
were good cuſtomers, and I was but a ſervant, | at 
he would take no more, And enough too I Ide 
thought it was, to have only a penny back [th 
in change out of a whole ſhilling for one Iv. 
pound of ſugar; and then to think of the la 
p2Iiſon mice to have it all; but I will break lei 


their | necks. Do Betty, pray take the | ſc 


trap down and return with it as {von as you II 
| can, 


— 
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d can, and I will ſet it gan: for I dare ſay 1 
Ee {ſhall catch another beture I go to bed, for 1 
it heard ſome more ruitling among the things. 
-O /auk / replied Bie, you do not think 
T hat I will take down the trap, do you? I 
would not touch it for twenty pounds. I am 
always frightened, and ready to die at the 
fight of a mouſe, Once when I was a girl, 
had one thrown in my face, and ever ſince I 
have always been ſcated out of my wits at 
them, and if -ever I ſee one running looſe, as 
did one night in the cloſet below ſtairs, 
where the candles were kept, I /creain- Af I 
was being killed, Why then anſwezed nurſe, 
Il thiak that you behave like a Fee 
what harm could a mouſe do to you 7 0 a 9 
| hate them, returned ſhs, and then ray away 
without the trap. Greatly was | rejoiced at 
her departure, as I hoped, that by ſome 
mean, Ssftdown might ſtill be able te make 
his eſcape, But alas ! no ſuch, good fortune 
attended him. Some perſon again paſlingthe 
door, nurſe once more called out: Who is 
there ? John, is it you? Yes, replied a man's 
voice. Then do you ſtep in, will you, for 
a moment p rejoined Mrs.-nurſe, and inſtantly 
entered a man whom I had never before 
feen. What do you want, nurſe ? ſaid he. 
only want to get rid of a moule, returned 
p 


{he 
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ſhe; and do you know Betty is ſuch a fool 
that ſhe is afraid of taking it, and I want the 
trap to ſet it again, for they ſwarm here like 
bees ina hive, one can have no peace for 
them : they devour and ſpoil every thing ; [ 
lay ſometimes, that I believe they will eat me 
up atlalt, While ſhe was ſaying this, J 
took the trap in his hand, held it up once 


more to the candle, then taking a piece of 
thread out of a paner that lay bound round 
with a dirty blue ribbon upon the table, he 
ſhook the trap about till he got my brother's 
tail through the wires, when catching hold 


of 
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of it he tied the thread tight round it and 
ef dragged him by it to the door of a trap, 
ef which he opened and took him out, ſuſpend- 
r} ing the wei. ht of his body upon his tail. 4. 

II S:fidown, who till the thread was tied 
ef had patiently continued perfectly quiet, could 
„no longer ſuprort the pain without diſmal 
efcries of anguiſh: he ſqueaked as loud as his 
lutle throat would let him, exerting at the 
lame time the utmoſt of his ſtrength, to dif. 
enzage himſelf, But in ſuch a poſition, with 
his head d;zwnward, in vain were all his 
efforts to procure relief; and the barbgrous 
monſter who held him, diſcovered ant. be 
{ſmalleſt emotions of pity for his ſuſſerings. 
O! how at that moment did I abhor my own 
exiſtence, and wiſh that I could be endowed 
with ſize and ſtrength ſufficient, at once both 
to reſcue him, and ſeverely puniſh his tor- 
mentors. But my wiſh was ineffectual, and 
I hid the inexpreſſible afflittion of ſeeing the 
inhuman wretch hold him down upon the 
hearth, whilſt, without remorle, he cruſhed 
him beneath his foot, and then carelelsly 
offkicked him into the aſhes, iaying, There! 
1d the cat will ſmell it out when ſhe comes up. 
he My very blood raus cold within me at the 
rs recollection of ſeeing S9/tdown's as it ſpirted 
lalfrom beneath the montter's foot; whillt the 
of | craunch 


——— 
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craunch of his bones almoſt petrified me with 
horror. At length, however, recollecting the 
impoſſibility of reſtoring my beloved brother 
to life, and the danger of my own ſituation, 
I, with trembling feet, and a palpitating 
heart, crept ſoftly back to my remaining two 
brothers, who impatiently were expecting me 
behind the cloſet, There I related to them the 
horrid ſcene which had paſſed before my eyes, 
whillt the anguiſh that 1t. cauſed in their gen- 
tle boloms far excceds my power to deſcribe. He 

Aſter having mingled our lamentations for de 
ſome time, I thus addreſſed them. We have lea 
this]: 
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this night, my brothers, taſted the ſeveteſt 
affliction in the cruel death of our dear bro- 
her, companion, and friend; let us not, 
however, only mourn his loſs, but alſo gather 

iſdom from our misfortune, and return to 
hat duty which we have hitherto neglected. 
Recollett, my dear friends, what were the laſt 
ords which our good mother {poke to us at 
parting, She charged us, upon no account, 
for no temptation whatever to return fre- 
| {quently to the ſame place; if we did, ſhe 
fore warned us that death and ruin would cer- 
ainly await us. But in what manner have we 
beyed this her kind advice? We have not 

I ſeven ſo much as once recollected it fince ſhe 
left us; or, if we thought of it for a moment, 

th we fooliſhly de/pi/ed it as unneccfiary, Now 
he [thetelore, we leverely feel the conſequence of 
er our diſobedience ; and though our 2 Goring 
n, fate moſt diſtreſſing, yer we mult conleis, that 
nghve amply deſerve them. Let us, therefore, 
vo my brothers, inſtantly fly from a place Which 
ne ſhas already coſt us the life of our beloved 
he ed α“ον, left we ſhould all likewiſe fall a ſa- 
es, rice to our diſobedience.— And here the 
n-vriter cannot forbear obſerving how juſt were 
. ne reflectionsofthe moule on the crime which 
or ſdey had been guilty of; and begs every 
ve |[cader will be careful to remember the fatal: 
his] . conlequences 


— —— 
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conſequences that attended their diſobedien Ie 
of their mother's advice, ſince they may bo 
aſſuted that equal. if not the ſame mis fortuneſiire 
will always attend thole who refuſe te. 
pay attention to the advice of their paÞ! 
rents. But to return to the hiſtory.— To thif%, 
propoſal, continued the mouſe, my brother! 
readily agreed, and we directly deſcended be" 
tween the wainſcot to the place we were infot 
when we diſcovered the erack that led us ideſ- 
the room in which we feaſted on bird leedider 
Here we determined to wait, and when thgue 
family were all quiet in bed, to go forth inabl 
ſearch of proviſion, as we begun to be rather 
hungry, not having eaten any thing a long] fi 
while. Accordingly we ſtaid till after the 
clock ſtruck twelve, when peeping out, well 
ſaw that the 100m was empty: we then ven{i 
tured forth, and found ſeveral ſeeds, thought 
not enough to afford à vey ample meal to . 
three of us. | 

After we had cleared the room, we again 
returned to our hiding-place, where we con- 
tinued til] aſter the tami.y had finiſhed theix 
breakfaſt: they then all-went to take a walk 
in the gaiden, and We fleppt out to pick u 
the crumbs which had falten from the abi 
Whilit we were thus employed at a diſlenei 
hom our place of retreat we were alarmed by © 


the 
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neche entrance of two boys, who appeared to be 


pchbout twelve or thirteen years of age. We 


nellirectly ran towards the crack, but alas! we 
tv ere not quick enough to eſcape their obſerva- 
pa hon: for ſeeing us, they both at once exclaim- 
higd, Some mice! ſome mice! and at the ſame 
.erftime took off their hats and threw at us, 
bellongtail happily eluded the blow, and ſafely 
ingot home; but poor Brighteyes and mylelf were 
3 icleſs fortunate; and though we for a coaſi- 
edſlerable time, by our quickneſs, prevented 
thetleir catching us, at length being much diſ- 
 inphled by a blow that one of them game me 


hes Vol., I. 
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with a book which he threw at me, [ wa 
unable any longer to run, and houvling very * 
lowly acroſs the room he picked me uo. A 
the ſame moment, Brighteyes was ſo entangief** 
in a handkerchief which the other boy tofled®"* 
over him, that he likewiſe was taken priſoner} * 
Our little hearts now beat quick with fear of” 
thoſe tortures we expected to receive: noſh 
were our apprehenſions leſſened, by hearing,” 
the boys conſult what they ſhould do with us 
J, ſaid one, will throw mine into the pond 
and ſee how it will ſwim out again. And 

ſaid the other, will keep mine and fame i 
But where will you keep it? inquired hie 
companion, O! replied he, I will keepi ß 


la 


= 


under a little pan, till ! can get a houſe mad 
for it. He then holding me by the ſkin af*3* 
the back of my neck, ran with me inte | 
the kitchen to fetch a pan, Here 1 was nol?” 
only threatened with death by three or our of.” 
the ſeryants. who all blamed Maſter Peter fo 4 
keeping me, but likewiſe two or three cat he 
came round him, rubbing themſelves back{*?* 
ward and forward againſt his legs, and theq*” 
ſtanding upon their hind feet, to endeavoul'” 
to make themſelves high enough to reach me['?: 
At laſt taking a pan in his hand, he returne O 
to his brother with or e of the cats followin Lea 


him, Ifnmediately upon our entrance g is 
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Joy exciaimed, O! now I know what I will 
o: I will tie a piece of ſtring to its tail, and 
„Fach the cat to jump for it. No ſooner did 
Js thought preſent itſeif than it was put into 
praftice, and I again was obliged to ſuſtain 


WA 


* e ſhocking ſight of a brother put to the tore 


nolure. I, inthe mean time, was placed upon 
: Jhe table with a pan put over me, in which 
qere was a ſmall crack, lo that I could ſee 
well as hear all that palled: and from this 

lace it was that I beheld my beloved Bright- 
„hes ſuſpended at one end of a ſtring by nis 
hi ail: one while ſwinging backward ana for- 


ward, at another pulied up and down, then 
” Juffered to feel his feet on the ground, and 
again ſuddenly ſnatched up as the cat advanc- 
144d, then twiſted round and round as faſt as 
np ſſible at the full length of the ſtring : in 
mort it is impoſſible to deſcribe all his ſuffer- 
folings of body, or my anguiſh of mind. At 
atlength a moſt dreadful conclufion was put to 
-j{them, by theent:ance of a gentleman booted 
leland ſpurred wth a whip in his hand, What 
gin the world, Charles / ſaid he, as he came 
nelin, ate you about ? What have you got there ? 
JOnly a mouſe Sir, replied the boy, He is 
[teaching the cat to jump, Sir, ſaid Peter, that 

is all. 5 | 


: 


D z - Brighteyes 
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Brighteyes then gave a freſn ſqueak froſad 
tle violence of his ra't, The gentlemafrov 
then turning haſtily reund, exclaimed eagerhind 
What is it eve? Yes, Sir ſaid the boYfes 
Aud how cen vou, you wicked, narghty, cruhor 
tov, rephead ihe gentleman, take delight if A 
thus tormenting little create that nevel,, 
did you any injury? P:tit down this momenk1 
{a1d he, at the ſame time giving him a ſeverpy, 
ſtroke with his horſe whip acrols that hand by, 
which he held my brother: Let it godirealyle 
and again repeated the blow, the boy let gn 
the ſtring, and Bit fell to the groundſur 
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rothd was inſtantly ſnapped up by the cat, who 
Wafrowling, ran away with him in her mouth; 
Had I ſuppole, put a concluſion to his miſe- 
OYfes and lite together, as I never ſrom that 
:4.o0ment have heard any accouut of him. 
As ſoon as he was thus taken out of the 
'Veoom, the gentleman ſat down and takin 
Hh old of his ſon's hand, thus addreſſed him, 
'ElTharles, I had a much better opinion of 
1b ou, than to ſuppoſe that you were capable 
Al df {o much crue ty. What right 1 de ſire to 
 BEnow, have you to torment any living crea. 
ndſure ? If it is only becauſe you are larger, 
nd ſo have it in your power, I beg you will 
ſtonſider, how you would like, that either 
myſelf, of ſome great giant, as much larger 
than you as you arc bigger than the mouſe, 
Hfſhould hurt and torment you? And [ promite 
Mpou, the ſmalieſt creature can feel as acutely 
[ps you „ nay, the ſmaller they are, the more 
ſulceptable are th-y gf pan, and the ſooner 
theyrare hurt; a lols touch will kill a fly than 
a man, Conlequently a lels wound will cauſe 
t pain! and the moule which you have now 
deen lWinging by tlie tail Jult above the cat's 
auth, has not, you may ailure yourlelf, 
uffered leſs torment, or fright, than you 
frould have done, had you been luipended 
y your leg either over water, Which would 
4 3 GIOW NN 


46 
drown you, or over ſtones, where if you fell 
you muſt certainly be daſhed to pieces. And 
yet you could take d. light in thus torturing 
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and diſtreſſing a poor inoffenſive animal. Fie 
upon it Charles / fie upon it! I thought you 
had been a better boy, and not ſuch a cruel, 
naughty, wicked fellow. Wicked! repeated 
the boy, I do not think that I have been at 
all wicked, But I think you have been ex- 
tremely ſo, replied his father; every action 
that is cruel, and gives pain to any living 
creature is wicked: and is a ſure ſign of a bad 
heart. I never kn:w a man, who was cruel 
to animals kind and compaſſionate towards 
his feilow creatures: he might not perhaps 
treat them in the ſame ſhocking manner, be- 
' Cauſe the laws of the land would ſeverely 

uniſh him if he did ; but if he is reſtrained 
bu bad actions by no higher motive than only 
fear of preſent puniſbment, his goodneſs can- 
not be very great. A good man, Charles, 


always takes delight in conferring happineſs] 


on all around him; nor would he offer the 
ſmaileſt injury to the meaneſt inſect that was 
capable of feeling. I am ſure, ſaid the boy, 


I have often ſeen you kill waſps, and ſpiders 
too; and it was but laſt week that you bought 
a moule-trap yourſelf to catch mice in, al- 
though you are ſo angry now with me. And 


pray, 


pray 
me 
ever 
thar 
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11 ſprav, relumed his father, did you ever lee 
d Ime torment, as well as kill them? Or did I 
g [ever keep them in pain one moment longer 
ie han neceſſary? I am not condemning peo- 
1 [ple for Killing vermine and animals, provided 
, [they do it expiditiouſly, and put them to 
d [death with as little pain as poſſible; but it is 
at [putting them to needleſs torment and miſery *' 
- [that I ſay is wicked, Had you deſtroyed the 
n [mouſe with one blow, or rather given it to 
g [ſomebody elſe to deſtroy it, (for I ſhould not 
d [think a tender-hearted boy would delight in 
[ſuch operations himſeif) I would not have 
s | condemned you; but to keep it hanging the 
8 | whole weight of its body upon its tail, to 
* | {wing 1t about, and by that, to hold it terrify- 
„ing over the cat's jaws, and to take pleaſure 
d|in hearing it ſqueak, and ſeeing it ſtruggle 
y | for liberty, is Fach unmantly, ſuch deteflable 
«| cruelty, as it calls ſor my utmoſt indignation, 
„and abhorrence, | | 

„But ſince you think pain ſo very trifling an 
e evil, try, Charles, how you like that, ſaid he, 
s giving him at the ſame time ſome ſevere 
» | ſtrokes with his horſe-whip. The boy then 
$ | cried, and called out, J do not like it at all, 
t do not like it at all. Neither did the mouſe, 
- | replied his father, like at all to be tied to a 
I | ſtring, and ſwung about by his tail; he did 
, not 
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43 PrRAUBUILATIOR of a Movuse. 
not lite, and told you ſo inthe language which in 
you perſettly well underſtood ; but o wouldfow 
not attend to his cries; you thought it plea«ſtole 
ſure to hear it ſqueak, becaule you were big-|ny 1 
ger, and did not feel its torture. now amy?! 
bigger than you, and do not feel yoxr pain, Iþs t 
therefore ſhall not yet leave off ; as I hope itÞbi 
will teach you not to torment any thing ano- UI 
ther time. Juſt as he ſaid theſe words, the # 
{lat 
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boy endeavouring to avoid the whip, ran 
againſt the table on Whieh 1 was placed, andJvil 
happily threw down the pan that cor:fined me ſuy 

I 11uftantly 
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ch] inſtantly ſeized the opportunity, jumped 
down, and once more elcaped to the little 
a hole by which | fir entered, There I found 
ny now only brother waiting for me, and was 
mbz2in under the dreadful neceſſity of paining 

Ibs te nder heart with a recital of the ſufferings 
ithvhich I had been witneſs co in our dear 
o«[Brightryes, as well as the imminent danger I 
helmyielf had been expoſed to. And ſurely, 

aide, we have again drawn this evil upon 
ourſelves by our diſobedience to our mother's 
advice; ſhe . doubtleſs, intended that we 
hould not continue in the ſame hoe long 
together ; whereas, from the day of her leave 
ag us, we have 1 cver been in any other but 
bis, which has occaſioned us ſuch heavy afflic- 
Ion; therefore, upon no account, „let us 
ntinue another” night under this roof; 


rough to conceal ys from the obſeryation of 
my one, we will ſet off, and ſeek 4*ledging 
Wh ſome other place; and ſhould any misfor- 
ane befal us on our paſſage, we ſhall at leaſt 
Ave the conſolation of thinking, that we 
vere doing our duty, by following the advice 
of our parent, It is true, ſaid my brother, we 
n ſtave been greatly to blame, for the future we 
dJvill be more careful of our conduct: but do 
e ny dear Nimble, continued he, endeavour to 
y compole 
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compole yourlelf, and take a little refit, aft” 
the pain and fatigue which voi have go 

through otherwiſe ou ma be fick, and wha 


t ve 
alt, 
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will become of me, it anv miſchief {hoult Ip 
befall you, I ſbal then have no brother i@ 
converſe with, no [riend to adviſe me wha! Ts 


do, ere ne toppen d over:oOwered with hif 1d 
g::1ef for the loſs „our Wo murdered bref 
thers, and with his t nde ſolicitude for m 
welfare. I] endeavoure:. all in my power! 
comfort him, and taid, I hoped that I ſhoul 
ſoon recover the bruiſes which | haꝗ receive 
both from the boy's hai and bo.k, as well i 
the pinches in my neck with his finger an 
thumb, by which he he d me, and promile 
to compole mylelif, This promiſe | ful fille 
by endeavouring to ſleep, but ihe ſcene thi 
I had ſo lately been witneſs to, was two frei 
in my imagination to ſuffer me to cloſe mff 
eyes: however, I kept for ſometime quiet. 

The reft of the day we ſpent in almoſt tota 
filence, having no ſpirit: for converſatio 
our hearts being almoſt broken with anguiſl 
When it grew toward evening we agreed 
find our way out of that deteſted houſe, a 
ſeek for ſome other habitation, which migh 
be more propitious. But we found more dilf; 
ficulty in this undertaking than we were at 4 
aware of: for though we could with tolerab# 
caſe go from room to rbom within the houk 
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fehl. when we attempted to quit it, we found 
"Jevery way iurrounaed with ſo thick a brick 

ill, that it was impoſhble for us to make our 
bv through it, we therefore run round and 
Ind it ſeveral times, ſearching for ſome lit- 
| Þcrevice through which we might eſcape; 
TY all to no purpoſe, not the leaſt crack 

Þuld we diſcover, and we might have conti- 
Hed there till this time, had we not at 

gth, after the family were all in bed, re- 


ul 
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ic houſe door. But the dangers we expoſcd 
rlelves to in this expedition, were many and 
reat ; we knew that traps were ſet for us 
out the houſe, and where they might chance 
be placed we could not tell. I had likewiſe 
en eye witneſs to no leſs than four cats 
ho might, for ought we knew to the con- 
tary, at that hour of darkneſs be prowling in 
Search of {ome of our nnhappy ſpecies, 
But in ſpite of every difficulty and hazard, 
e determined to v. nture rather than continue 
Jo oppoſition to our mother's commands, and 
Jo reward our obedience, we eſcaped with 
embling hearts, unobſerved, at leaſt unmo- 
Felted by any one. And now, for the firſt 
me ſince our birth, we found ourſelves ex- 
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oled to the inclemency of the weather. The 


night 


ved to venture through one of the apart- 
ents into the ball, and ſo creep out under 
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, 


night was very dark and tempeſtuous, the 

rain poured down in torrents, and the win 
blew ſo exceedingly high, that low upon thi 
ground as we were, it was with difficulty tha 4 


rea- 
adi 
we could keep our legs: added to whic pe 
every ſtep we took, we were in water up t be 
our ſtomachs, In this wretched condition we 
knew not which way to turn ourſelves, c 
where to ſeek for ſhelter, The ſpattering of 
the rain, the howling of the wind, togethe _ 
with the rattling and ſhaking of the trees, all, * 
contributed to make ſuch a noiſe, as renderet of 
it impoſſible for us to hear whether any dans 


ger was approaching us or not, 
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In thistruly melancholy ſituation we waded 
1om for a conſiderable time, till at length we 
reached a ſmall houſe, and very eaſily gained 
he admittance through a pretty large hole on one 
Wide of the door. Moſt heartily did. we re- 
"Miice at finding ourſelvas once more under 
Ahelter from the cold and rain, and for ſome 
"I:time only buſicd ourſelves in drying our hair, 
which was as thoroughly wet, as if we had 
been ſerved as the boy threatened my brother 
ei Brighteyes, and we had really been drawn 
a through a pond. After we had dome this 
and had a little reſted ourſelves, we began to 
Ne look about in ſearch of food, but we could 
find nothing, except a few crumbs of bread 
ind cheeſe in a man's coat pocket, and a 
al | piece of tallow candle ſtuck on the top of a 
I tinder- box. This however, though not ſuch 
delicate eating as we had been uſed to. yet 
ſerved to ſatisfy our preſent hunger, and we 
had juſt finiſhed the candle, when we were 


h 


n 


(for we mice can ſee 2 little in the dark) 
feeling about the very. chair on which we 
ood. We jumped down in an inſtant, and 
hid ourſelves in a little hole behind a black 
trunk, that ſtood in one corner of the room. 
| We then heard very diſtinctly a man ſay 
| Betty, did you not put the candle by the bed- 
Vor. I. E fide ? 
2; 
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fide? Yes, that I am very fare I did, replied 
a female voice, I thought ſo anſwered the 
man, but I am ſure it 's not here now. Tom! 
Tom! Tom! continued he, What, father, re. 
lied a boy ſtarting up, what is the matter? 
hy do vou know any thing ef the candle? 

I cannot find it, my dear, and I want it ſad 
ly, for I fancy it is time we ſhould up, and 
be jo2zing. Doſt know any thing of it, my 
lad ? Not I truly, father, ſaid the boy, I only 
know that I ſaw mother flick it in the box- 
lid laſt right, and put it upon the chair, 


which ſhe ſet by the bed-fide, after you had 
put your cloaths upon the back of it; I 
know I ſaw her put it there, ſo it muſt be 
there now I fancy, Well! I cannot find it 
replied the father, ſo we mult e'er get up in 
the dak, for 1 am ſure it muſt be time. The 
father and {on then both dreſſed themſelves 
and the man taking a ſhilling out of his 2 
ket, laid it upon the chair, ſaying at the ſame 
time, There Balg, I have left a {ſhilling for 
you, take care 1: does not go after the can» 


dle, far where that is I cannot tell any mote 
than the carp at the bottom of the ſquire's 
fiſh pond, He then unlocked the door, and 
went away accompanied by his ſon, | 
After their departure we again came out, 
and took another walk round the room, and 
tound 
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found our way into a little cupboard which we 
bad not before oblerved. Here we diicovered 
half a loaf of bread, a piece of cold pudding 
a lump of ſalt butter, ſome ſoft ſugar w. a 
baſon, and a fine large flice of bacon. On 
theſe dainties we feaſted very amply, and 
agreed that we ſhould again hide ourleives be- 
hind the bluck trunk all day, and at night, 
when the family were in bed. return to take 
another meal on the plenty of nice proviſion 
which we {o happily diſcovered, 
&ccordingly we crept back, juſt as the wo. 
man went to fill her tea-kettle at a pump, 
which ſtood between her houſe and the next 
neighbour'ss When ſhe returned, ſhe put it 
upon the fire ſhe had juſt lit, and taking a 
pair of bellows in her bang, ſat down to 
blow it. While ſhe was ſo en pþ.oyed, a voung 
gentleman about ten years of age, very gen- 
teeily dreſſed, entered the zvom, and in a fa- 
miliar manner aſked her how ſhe did? I am 
very well, thank you, my dear, replied ſhe, 
and pray, maſter George how doe: your ma- 
ma and papa do ? and all your brothers and 
ſiſters ? They are all very well thank, you, 
returned the om and I am come to bring 
you a ſlice of cake, which my grandpapa gave 
me yelterday. Then throwing his arms round 
her neck, he went on ſaying, O! my dear, 
| dear 
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dear Betty Fliod, how I do love you! I would 
do any thing in the world to ſerve you, I 


Wl 1 b 
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ſhall * all my Chriflmas-boxes to give to 
you, and when I am a man, I vill give you 
a great deal of money, 1 wiſh you were a la- 
dy, and not fo poor. I am much obliged to 
you my dear, ſaid ſhe, for your k nd g 
wiſhes, but indeed bowe, I am very well con- 
tented with my ſtation; I have a good huſ- 
band, and three good childrew: and ihat Is 
more than many a /aay can lay: and riche, 
maler George, unleis people are good, and 
thole 
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thoſe one lives with are 4izd and obliging, will 
never make any body happy. What comfort 
now do you think a body could ever have at 
Squire Srately's? I declare if it was put to my 
choice, | would rather a thouſand times be as 
lam. To be ſure they are very rich, but 
what of thar ? they cannot eat gold, neither 
can gold eaſe their hearts when they are 
burſting almoft with | gig and ill -· nature. 

They ſay, indeed, that Madam Stately 
would be kind enough, if they would let her 
rc{t ; but what with the Squire's drinking 
and {wearing, and the young gentlmen's ex- 
travagance, and her daughter's pride, and 
quarrelling, ſhe is almoſt tited out of her 
life. And ſo Maſter George, I Tay, I had ra- 
ther be poor Betty Flozd, with honeſt {brabam 
for my huſband, than the fineſt lady in the 
land, if I muſt live at ſuch a rate, To be 
ſure, nobody can deny, but that money is very 
de{ireable, and people that are rich can do ma- 
ny agreeable things which we poor ones can- 
not; bat yet, for Al that, moncy does not 
make people happy. Happineſs, Maſter 
George, depends greatly upon people's own 
tempers and diſpoſitions: a perſon who. is 
frettul and croſs will never be kappy though 
he ſhould be made king of all Exgland. 
And a peiſon who is contented, and good- 

| E 2 humoured, 
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$3 PrraugUtATION of a Mors. 
humoured, will never be wretched, thoug! colc 
he ſhould be as poor as a beggar. So ne{tot 
ver fret yourſelf, Ie, becauſe Betty Foul Lan 
is £cor ; for th ugh [ am poor, I am honeft cak 
and whilſt my tuſband and I are happy dee 
enough io be b fſed with health, and thq mo 
uſe of our limbs, we can work for our livingy dq. 
and though we have no great plenty, 111! we 
have ſufficient to ſupport us; ſo pray dear 
eat your cake yourſelf, for I would nut take 
it from you for ever ſo much. They then 
diſputed for ſome time who ſhould have it, at 
laſt George ſcuffled away from her, and put it 
into the eloſet, and then nodding his head at 
her, ran away, laying, he muſt go to ichool 
that moment. 

Betty Flood then ate her break fai, and we 
heard her ſay ſomething about the naſty mice but; 
avhat we could notimake out, as the mutter. 
ed loftly to herſelf. She then came to the 
trunk behind which we lay, and taking out 
of it a roll of new linen, fat down to needle- 
work, At twelve o'clock her huſband and ſon 
returned, ſo moving her table out of the way, 
ſhe made room for them at the fire, and fetch. 
ing the fryinz-pan dreſſed ſome raſhers of the 
nice bacon we had before taſted in the cup- 
board. The boy in the mean time ſpread a 
cloth on the table, and placed the bread _ 
| co 
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ugh cold pudding on it likewiſe, Then returning 
ne to the cloſet for their plates, he called out, 
lod Lank ! Father, here is a nice hunch of plumb- 


iq cake, can you tell how it came? Not 1, in- 


»py deed Tom, replied his father, I can tell no 


the more than the carp 


at the bottom of the 
dg $quire's fſh-pond. O! I will tell you, {aid 
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Mrs. Flood, I know how it came. Do you 
. know that dear child, Maſter George Kendall, 
ef brought it for me; he called as he went to 
| ſchool this morning, I told him I would not 
have it, but the dear little ſoul popped it 


a 
: the cupboard, and ran away without it. 
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60 PeRAMBULATION of a Movusr. 
his little heart! do think he is rhe ſweeteſhadd! 
child chat ever was born: you will laugh aond, 
me for ſaying fo, but I am fure I ſhould haygnd F 
thought the ſame, if I had z nurſed hit 
mylelf. Indeed, replied her huſband, I d 
not laugh at you for ſaying ſo, for I think | 
too, and ſo muſt every ne who knows him 
for when young gentiemen behave as he doe 
every body muſt love and admire them; the 
is nothing I would not do to help and ſerve 
that child, or any of his family, they alway 
are ſo kind, and ſpeak as civiliy to us poc 
folk, as if we were the firſt lords or ladie 
in the land, I am ſure, it it were needful, 
would go through fire and water for them |! 
lakes: and ſo would every man in the pariſh} 
I] dare ſay, But I wonder who would do 
much to help Squire Srazely or any of hi 
famil., if it was not, that 1 ſhould think it 
my duty, (and an honeſt man ought always tc 
do that, whether he likes it or not) but J ſay, 
if it was not, that it would be my duty to help 
my fellow creature, I would ſcarcely be tf N 
the trouble of ſtepping over the threlhald to 
ſerve them, they are ſuch a ſet of crols good 
for- nothing geniry. I declaie it was but as we pl 
came home to dinner now, that we ſaw Mal- 
ter Sam throwing iticks and ſtones at Dame 
Frugal's ducks, tor the ſake of ſceing them 
waddle: 
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:feffaddle; and then, when they got to the 


and, he ſent his dog in after them, to bark 
d frighten them out of their wits, 
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And as I came by, nothing would ſerve 
him but throwing a great dab of mud all over 


the ſleeve of my coat. So I ſaid, Why 


Ma'ter Sam, you need not have done that, I 
did nothing to offend you, and however 
amuſing you may thinki4t to inſult poor peo- 
ple, I afſure you, it is very\wigked, and what 
no good perſon in the world would be guilty 
of, He then ſet up a great rude laugh, 
and I walked on and ſaid no more. « 

| But 


— 8 
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But if all gentiefolk were to behave lippe 
that family, Squire Al/rule's, I had ratht jour 
be poor as Jam, than have a'l their riches, t W 
that would make me act ke chem. Veſße he 
true Abraham, replied his wife, that is wh 
I ſav. ard what I told Maſter George t 
morning; for to be poor, if people do ne 
become ſo through their own ext-avagancey 
no diſgrace to any body, but to de Haug 
cruel, croſs, and miſchievons, is a diſgrace eb 
all . are fo, let their rank be as exalted 4 bi. 
it mav. Here the converſation vas interrupſbe 
ed by the entrance of a man, who begged Mne 
Flo:d . aſſiſt him in unload:ng his cart Mart 
flour, „ his man was gone out. and he could 
not do it by himſejf, Well, I will come anon! 
le p you wich al my heart, ſaid Flozd, am 
ſo ihall Tam too: will you my lad? I can ho 
not live without help mylelf, and if I do no 
aſſiſt others, I am ſure I in ll not deſerve an" 
when ! want it. So ſaving he left his houſe 
and bis wife, after cleaning, and putting wp" 
their proper places thole things which hadþ® 
been N at. dinner, again {at down top" 
her ſewing, Soon after the clock ha. 
ſtruck ſix, the man and his ſon returned 
and fitting round the fire, they paſſed the 
evening in ſocial converlſatior, till they wentÞ® 
to bed, which was a little after eight; andÞ< 


they 


— —— — 
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Iythey convinced me by their talk and beha- 
th&iour, that happineſs in this world, depends 
„ hr more upon the temper and diſpoſition of 
reihe heart, than upon any external poſſeſſions : 
3nd that virtue, and a defire to be u///ul to 
taßchers, afford far greater ſatisfaction and peace 
nobf mind, than any riches and grandeur can 
-- $ollibly ſupply without ſuch nece ſſarv qualifi- 
tions, After they were all fallen aſleep we 
Srept out, and leaving the candle unmoleſted, 
hich was apain placed on the tinder-box by 
he bed-ſide, we haſtened into the cloſet, 
Märhere we regaled heartily, and devoured that 
art of the plnmb-cake, which Ten had very 
algenerouſly left for his ſiſter Polly, who we 
\nfound was expected home the next day. 
We then retired to our ſafe retreat, and 


infhought we might venture to (tay for one 


naÞore night's proviſions without running any 
anger from our too frequent return to the 
ſeſame place. But in the morning we found 
in bur {cheme fruſtrated, for on the woman's 
doing to the cloſet to get her breakfaſt, ſhe 
obſerved the robbery which we had commit» 
adſtd, and exclaimed, Some teazing mice have 
ound their way into the cloſet, I will borrow 
neighbour Savewell's trap to niaht, and catch 
Jome of the lvtie toads, that I will! After 
{caring this, it would have been madneſs to 


* 
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make any further attempts; we therefg 


agreed to watch for an opportunity, andeſcay | 
on the very firſt that offered. Accordingly | 


about noon, when Mrs. Flocd was bufily em 
ployed in making ſome pancakes, we ſlippe 
by her unobſerved, and crept out at the ſam 
hole by which we firſt entered, But no ſoone 
were we in the open road, than we repente 
our haſte, and wiſhed that we had continue 
where we were, till the daikneſs of the mig 
might better have concealed us from the ot 
ſervation of any one. We crept as cloſe to t 
wall of the houſe (as far as it reached, whi 
was but a few paces) as we poſſibly could, : 
then ſtepped into alittle ditch which we we 
ſoon obliged to leave again, as the water r 
in ſome parts of it almoit up to the edge. 
At length we reacheda little ccttage, hie 
we were juſt entering, when a cat, that 
lee ping unnoticed by us upon a chair, jumpe 
down, and would certainly have deſtroyed m 
(who happened to go firſt) had ſhe not at th 
lame moment tried to catch my brother, an 
by that mean miſled her aim, and ſo givenu 
both an opportunity to eſcape, which v 
did by ſcrambling behind a brick that a chill 
had been playing with by the fide of the dooi 
Fortunately the brick lay too cloſe to th 
houſe for the cat to get her paw behind it, 


as to be able to reach us, though to avoid it 
we were obliged to uſe the greateſt precau- 
tion, as ſhe could thurſt it in a little way, ſo 
that if we had gone one inch too near either 
end, ſhe would certainly have dragged us out 
by her talons. In this dreadful ſituation did 
we {ſpend ſome hours, inceſſantly moving from 
one end of the brick to the other, for the mo- 
ment ſhg had, by the entrance of her paw, at 
one end, driven us to the other, ſhe ſtepped 
over, and again made us retreat, Think with 
what dreadtul terror our little hearts muſt haye 
been oppreſſed, te ſce our mortal enemy fo 

Vor. I. | F c iely 
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Paws in ſea chin 


deavoured to! fr 11 f 


mouth en 


far able 10 eh. 't up, that ſhe would be ſe 
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enthbout two years old, who came out of the 
re. houſe, and taking the cat uy round its body 


n 


{{ 


with bath hands, tettered away with it, and 
ſhut the dor. Finding ourleives thus unex- 


ii pectedly once more at liberty we determined 


4 


to make uſe of it, by ſeeking ſome ſafer 
retreat, at leaſl, till mgi-t ſhould better hide 
us from pub ic view, Terriked almoſt out of 
our ſenſes, we crept from behind the brick, 
and after running a few yards. ſhpped under 
the fonling doors of a barn. aud ſoon con- 
cea ed ourlelies amidſt a vaſt quantity of 
threſhed corn. This appeared to us the moſt 
defirable retreat that we had yet iound «© not 
on y as it: afforded ſuch immenſe p'enty of 
fed, but alſo as we cou d lo eaſily H oure 
ſelves from the oblervation of any one be- 
kde. as :t 01d not appear to be a awcying 
houſe, we could in ſecurity refice. free irom 
any darger of traps, or the c\ueliy of man, 
We therefore congratulated each other, not 
more on account of the wonderful eſcape 
which we had, than upon our good ſoutune 
incoming to a ſpot ſo bleſſed with peace and 
plenty. Fd 

After we were a little recovered from the 
fa i ue of mind, as well as of body, which 
we had lately gane through, we regaled very 
heartily upon the corn that ſurrounded us,and 
F2 then 
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then fell into a charming ſleep, from which wqwi/* 
were awakened the next morning by the ſounqdan 
of human voices. We very diſtinaly heardand 
that of a boy ſaying, Let us mix all thqcut 
thraſhed corn with the reſt which is noſand 
thraſhed, and that will make a fine ſuſt, andand 
ſet John and Simos a ſwenring like troopei dir 
when they come and find all their labour lo 
and that they muſt do all their work ovet 
again. And do you think that there is an | 
thing ſo agre:able in giving people trouble 
and hcaring them ſwear, replied another 
voice, that you can wiſh to do it? For m 
part, I think it ſo wicked a thing, that 
hate to hear any body guilty of it, much leſ 
would I be the cauſe of making them commi 
lo great a ſin: and as for giving them all thei 
trouble over again, ſo far would it be from 
affording me any pleaſure, that on the con- 
trary it would give me great pain; for how- 
ever you may think of it Vill, I affure you, 
it always gives me much urieafineſs to ſee pęo- 
ple labouring and working hard. I alway 
think, how much 7 hould diſlike to be obliged 
to do ſo myſelf, and therefore very ſincerely] 
_ pity thoſe who muſt, On no account there- 
fore will I doany thing to add to their labour 
or that ſhall give them unneceſſary work. 
Pough! anſwered Mill, you are wondefully 


wiſe ! 
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1 h/! 1 for my part, hate ſuch ſuperabun- 
zunddant wiſdom : I like to ſee folk free and flew, 
earqand ſcold, as our maids did Jaſt week when [ 
thqcut the line, and let all the -cts, and gowns, 
nofand petticoats, and frocks, and /hirts, and aprons, 
andand caps, and what not, fall plump into the 
perdirt, O! how I did laugh! and how they 


lo 


did mutter and ſcold! And do you know, 
| that juſt as the waſh ladies were wiping their 
rf coddied hands, and comforted themſelves with 
the thought of their work being all over, and 
„were going to % their tea by the fire file, I 
! 1 put 
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ut them all to the ct; and they were V 
bliged to waſh every rag over again. I ſh{r© 
never forget how croſs they looked, nay| be | 
verily believe Sz/ar cried about it; and hoy] ch 
did laugh! yo! 
And pray, rejoined the other boy,  ſhoul lu! 
you have laughed equally hearty if, after yd in 
haſt been at ſchool all day, and had wid © 
much difficulty juſt got through all you} ce 
writing, and different exerciſes, and were gd n 
ing to play, ſhould you laugh, 1 ſay, if ſome 8 
body was to run away with them all, ars t 
your maſter oblige you to do them all ove] t 
again? Tell me Vill, ſhould you /augh, « 
ery and look cr? And even that would na 
be half ſo bad for you, as it was for the maid 
to be obliged to waſh their clothes over again 
waſhing is very hard labour, and tires peop 
ſadly, and ſo does thraſhing too; it is ve 
unkind therefore, to give them ſuch unne 
ceſſary trouble; and every thing that is ar 
kind, is wicked; and I would not do it upor 
any account I aſſure you. Then I ure yo 
replied Will, you may let it alone: 1 cen doit 
without your aſſiſtance, He then began mix 
ing the grain and the chaff together, the oth 
boy ſtrongly remonſtrated againſt it, to which 
he paid no attention; and whilit he was (o 
emgloyed, two men, Sinen and John, entered 
the barn, Why 


are you about ? 
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Why, how now Maſter Billy, laid Simon, what 
What buſineſs have you to 
be here? You are always doing ſome miſ- 
chief or other! | wiſh with all mv hear: that 
you were kept chained hike a dog, ana neve? 
ſuffered to be at liberty, for you do more harm 
in an hour, than a body can ſet right again in 
a month! Mill then took up hats full of the 
corn and chait, and threw it in the two 
men's faces; afterwards taking up a flail, he 
gave Sum a blow acols his back, ſaying at 
the ſame time, I will ſhew you the way to 
thraſh, and ſeparate the fleſh from the bones, 
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C! will iu y, young 'quire, ſaid Johr, hard 
will ſhew vo + the way to make teu hty boys b 
good. He then left the barn, but preſenilþro. 
returnea accompanied by a gentleman, upoſher 
the fight of whom Will let fall the flail whichg. “ 
he was ſtill then brandiſhing over Siorhy a: 
head, and was going away, when the genſhat 
tleman taking hold of his hand, ſaid, Voqhlle 
do not fir from this place, Maſter Williamiſc 
nor have one mouthful of breakfaſt, till yoqto 
have aſked the men pardon for your behaſſca 
v1our, and likewiſe ſifted every grain of cor 
from the chaff which you have mixed with it 
When vou have done that, you may have 
ſome food, but not before; and afterward] } 
you may ſpend the reſt of the day iu thraſhing, 
then you will be a better judge, my boy, of 
the fatigue and labour of it, and find how you 
inould like, aſter working hard all day to 
have it rendered uſeleſs by a miſchievous boy, 

Reme nber, M i!/iam, what I have now ſaid 
to you, for I do inſiſt upon being minded; and 
I -mie you, that if you offer to play, of 
do ary thong elſe to-day, you ſhall be puniſh- 
ed very ſeverelu. The gen:1eman then went 
away. Will muttered lomething, I could 
not exactiy hear what, began to ſift the corn, 
and ſo much had he mixed together, that he 
_did not go in for his breakfaſt till aſter I had 
heard 
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1, ard the church clock ſt: ke one, though it 
boyhs before eight when he came into the 
entlhrn, In about an hour he returned and the 
poſher boy with him, who add eſſed him ſay- 
hichg. Ah! Vill, you had beiter have taken 
nonſy advice, and not have done ſo: [ thought 
genfhat you would get by your zice ſuſt as you 
Yo allied it. I never knew any good come of 
ianiſchief; it generally brings thoſe who do it 
nto diſgrace; or if they /ould happen to 
cape unpuniſhed, ſtill it is always a'ter ded 
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with ſome inconveniece; it is an A. vatured 
| diſpoſition 
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diſpofition which can take pie ure in givhs a 
trouble to auy one, Do Held your tongpol, 
James replied Wil, 1 declzre I have not inis 
tience o hear you preach, you are ſo prop ſo 
giouſly avife, and prudent, and faber] you hbld 
better go in doors and /ew with yd, t 
mamma, for you talk juſt as if you wereſing 
girl, and pot in the eaſt like a boy of ſpiſ y 
Like a girl! reſumed Janes, are girls thith 
the only folk who have any ſenſe, pe 
ood- nature? Or what proof does it ſhew {ke 
f irit to be fond of miſchief, and givirþw 
people trouble? It is ike a monkey of ſoirit ig 
deed ? but I cannot ſay, that I ice either it 
or ſenſe in making he c.ean clvihes la tl, 
the dirt, or mixing the corn and chaff, fdhte 
the ſake of making the por ſervants do they 
all over again: if theſe things are a fign d 
any ſpirit, I am ſure it is of an evil one, ang 
not at all ſuch as I wiſh to poſſeſs, though 
no Ware want to fit ftill, or work wuh 
needle, han you do; but IT hope there are oihef 
ways ot ſhewing my /pirit, as you cal if, 
than by doing miſchrsf. ana being il nature 
J do not think ny vapa ever ſeems io be effe 
minate, or want ſi ffic ent ſpirit; but he woule 
ſcorm to give unneceſſiry trouble io any body: 
and o Tom Vault r, though no boy in 
the world loves piay better than he does; he 


plays 


| 
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gives at cricket the beſt of any boy in the 
Nebol, and I am ſure none can beat him at 
v! nis: and as for ſkipping, I never ſaw a boy 
prob ſo well in all my life; and I am ſure he 
u hþld beat you with all your ſpirit, out and 

yq, twenty times, either at running, or 
erefing, or ſwimming, or climbing a tree. 
Pirf yet he never gives trouble to any body 
thithe ſake of fur; he is one of the beſt 
e, fpered boys in the world; and whether it 
ke a girl or not, he always does what he 
vithws to be right and kind; and if that is 
it ig like girls, why! with all my heart; I 
/zir girls well enough, and if they behave 
ing, I do not ſee why you ſhould ſpeak ſo 
» fqtemptuouſly ol them. My papa always 
heqs that he loves girls juſt as well as boys, 
n none but fooliſh and naughty boys deſpiſe 

ang teaze them, Juſt as he ſaid theſr words, 

gh Þn and John entered the barn, and feerng 
h tand id e, Come, come, young gentleman, 
che | Zohn, take up your flail and go to work. 
if, to work! to work | night will be here 
#edfently, and you have done nothing vet, Pre- 
Heqtly after the gentleman returned, and en- 
uldred John's advice for him to mind his work. 
1yzpfter Maſter Vi had continued his em- 

iny men ſome little time, he began to cry, 
 hefing, his arms ached ready to drop off, and 
ays | | his 
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bis hand was ſo ſore he could not bear i 
Then doubtleſs, replied his father, you wou 
prodigiouſly like, after you have boen labou 


pa 
ing all day, to have your work to do oe 
again, for the fake of divirting a fooliſh ba 
But go on Villium, I am determined that yy, 


ſhall for one day, know what it is to wa, 
hard, and thereby be taught to pity, al 
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help, not add to the fatigue of thoſe who d 


Tue boy then went on with his buſinel a; 
though not without making great complain . 
and ſhedding many tears. At length, ho. A 


yer, evening came, and the gentleman, hisk 
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and the two men all went away, leaving Long- 
jail and myſelf to enjoy out abundance, We 
paſſed another night in the ſweeteſt undiſturb- 
ed repoſe, and in the day had nothing to 
alarm our fears. In ſhort our ſituation was 
| every "= ſo perfectly happy and deſirable, 
Wolf that we thought, although our mother had 
charged us not to return frequently to the ſame 
place, yet ſhe could not mean that we ſhonld 
not take up our abode in a ſpot ſo ſecure 
Ui and comfortable. We therefore determined 


/ to continue where we were, till we ſhould find | 


W ome cauſe for removing. And happy had it 
deen for us iſ we had kept to this reſolution, 
ind remained contented when we had every 
wing requitiic to make us ſo, Inſtead of 
which, atter we had thus, free from eare, 
A palled our time about ſeven months, like fools 
| as we were, we began to grow weary of our 
A Wy retirement, and of eat 7 nothing but the 
By ame food ; and agreed that we would again 
venture forth and ſeek for ſome other lodging, 
== a: the ſame time reſolving, in caſe we could 
ind no habitation that ſuited us, to return to 


days of plenty and repoſe, 

Accordingly one fine moon-light Manday 
night after ſecuring our ſupper on the corn, 
ive {et forth, and travel ed for ſome diitince 
Vol. I. e withou 


the barn where we had enjoyed ſo may, 
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without any further moleſtation than acre 
own natural fears created. At length we camfio: 
to + brick. houſe, with about five or fix withh' 
dows in front, and made our way into. 
through a ſmall laticed window which gave hat 
into the pantry; but on our arrival here wh; - 
had no opportunity of fo much as obſervi * 
what it contained, for on our ſlipping do fe 
a cat inſtantly flew at us, and by the greatel,;., 
good luok in the world, there chanced to Mei 
a hole in one of the boards of the floor cloſet N 
the ſpot where we ſtood, into which we both,q 
were happy enough to pop, before ſhe eoulf 
catch us, Here we had time to reſlect, an 
ſeverely blame ourſelves for not being ſati 
fed with our ſtate in the barn, When, ſaid 
addreſſing myſelf to my brother, When ſhi, 
we grow wiſe, and learn to know that.c 
tain evil always attends every deviation fra 
nohat is right, When we diſobey the advie 
of our mother, and, tempted by cakes an 
other dainties, frequently returned to the ſat 
dangerous place, bow ſeverely did we ſul 
for it ? And now by our own diſcontent, ati 
not being ſatisfied when ſo ſafely, thou; 
more humbly lodged, into what trouble h 
we not plunged ourſelves ? How ſecurely hg 
Ve lived in the barn for the laſt ſeven montl 1, 
and how happily might we ſtill have coo t 
a t Ee , 
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Where, had it not been for our reſtieſs diſpo- 
ations? Ah! my brother, we have acted fool- 
Wm y. We ought to have been contented when 
0 Te were at peace, and ſhould have conſidered 
e What if we had not every thing we could wiſh 
* Wor, we had every thing that was zeceſ/ary ; and 
vue lite of a mouſe was never celignea for 
D erfect happineſs. Such enjoyment was never 
tended for our lot: it is the portion only of 
d Yeings whoſe capacities are far ſuperior to ours. 
ef We ought then to have been contented; and 
Ed we been ſo, we ſhould have been as hap- 
yy as our ſtate of life would have admitted of, 
an hat you ſay is certainly very true, replied 
MY gtail, and I fincerely wiſh thit we had 
1d hought of theſe things before. But what 
h buſt we now do ? we /aid we would return to 
Ade barn in caſe of dificu:ties, but that is now 
J=poſſivle, as if we attempt to retreat, the 
Vit that drove us in here, will certainly de- 
roy us: and yet in proceeding, what viffi- 
multies muſt we encounter, what dangers may 


4 re not run? O! my beloved Nimble, con- 


Phat innumerable accidents are we hourly 
F=poſed ! and how is every meal that we eat 
r the riſk of our very exiſtence, 

UF It undoubtedly is, replied I, but with all 
; Þ: troubles we till are very deſirous of pre- 
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Inued he, what a life of hazard is ours! to 
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ſerving it: let us not then, my brother, in. 
dulge our hearts in murmuring, and finding 
fault with that life, which notwithitancing all 
its evils, we value ſo highly. Rather let u 
. endeavour to learn experience, and by con 
ducting ourſelves better, eſcape many of thol 
troubles which we now ſuffer, So ſaying, 
adviſed him to follow me, for, added J, it | 
impoſſible for us to exiſt in the ſpot in Whiel 
we are at preſent: we muſt tkerefore ſtrivete 
work our way into ſome other houſe, or apart 
ment, where we can at leaſt find ſome ſood 
To this Lengtail agreed. The reſt of the 
night, andall the next day, we ſpent in nib. 
bling, and finding our way into acloſet in the 
houſe, which richly repaid us for all our toll 
as it contained ſuper plumbs, rite, millet, v 
rious kinds of /weetmeats, and what we liked 
better than all the reſt, a paper of nice aca 
racns, On theſe we feaſted moſt deliciouſly til 
our hunger was fully ſatisfied, and thet 
creeping into a little hole, juſt big enough 
contain us both, behind one of the jais 9 
{weetmeats, repoſed ourſelves with a nap, ah 
ter our various and great fatigyes which . 
had gone through, 1 never was a 1emarkab 
 lound ſlee per, the Jeaſt noiſe diſturbs me, an 
] was awakened iv the morning. by the ſervt 
maid's coming into the room to {weep it, a 
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get it ready for the reception of her miſtreſs 
and family, who ſoon after entered. As I 
wanted to know from whom the voices which 
[heard proceeded, I ſtepped ſoftly from be- 
hind the jar, and juſt peeped under the door, 
into the room, where I diſcovered a gentleman, 
two lad:es, and a little boy and girl. 
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i As I was totally unacquainted with all | 
| I places of retreat, and did not know how ſoon 
ny of them might have occaſion to open 
x the cloſet door, I inſtantly returned to my 
+ | brother ; and awaking him, told him it was 
3 time 
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time for us to be upon our guard, as the fa. ] \ 
mily were all up and about. Whilſt we wee ſigh 
thus ſituated, the firſt words J heard diflinaly u 
were thoſe of the gentleman, ſaying, No, i 
Frank, I can never have a good opinion of || w 
bim; the boy who could -xzce deceive, may, [me 
for ought I know, do ſo again; he has, bytht 
breaking his word, ſorſeited the only depen. ſlut 
dence one could poſlibly have in him. ed 
A perſon who has once loſt his Soner, hasth: 
no mean left of gaining credit to his aſſer.jan 
tions. By honor Frank, I would be under-|Ar 
ſtood to ſpeak of weracity, of virtue, of ſcoru da 
Ing to commit a mean action, and not thatſ po 
brutiſh ſenſe in which ſome underſtand it; as] in, 
if it conſiſted in a readineſs to gt and ret we 
an injury; for ſo far am I from conſidering] w 
ſuch behaviour as any proof of honor, thatf w! 
on the contrary, I look upon it as a ſute ſign aſ oc 
want of proper ſpiru, and true honor, 5 
bullics, and even cowards will fight, whereag 1e 
none but men of /en/e and re/elution, and tral it 
magnanimity know how to pardin, and di Pi 
ſzife an inſult, But indeed, Sir, replied thq of 
boy, at ſchool if one did not fight they would al: 
laugh at one fo, there would be no ſuch thing ce. 
as bearing it. And for that very reaſon it i gc 
my dear, that I ſay to paſs by, and pardonay of 
inſult, requires more re/e/utiorr and ceuragy th 


than mere Aghtmg does, W hd 
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fa. | When I wiſh you to avoid quarrelling and 
dre [iphting, I by no means want you to become a 
tly ar; for | as much abhor a daflardly ſpirit, 
Lo, ſis any boy in your ſchool can poſſibly do; but 
of would wiſh you to convince them that you 
ay, [merited not that appellation, by ſhewing 
by [through the whole of your behaviour, a reſo- 
en. lut on that deſpiſed accidental pain, and avoid- 
ed revenrging an affront, for no other reaſon 
has]than becauſeyou were convinced that it ſhewed 
er. a much zobler ſpirit to pardon than to reſent. 
er- And you may be aſſured, my dear, few are the 
ru days that paſs without affording us ſome op- 
hat] portunity of exerting our patience, and ſhew- 
az] ing, that although we diſdain quarrelling, {till 
ſeuſ we are far from being cowards. I remember 
ng| when I was at ſchool, there was one boy, 
hat] who, from his firſt coming, declined upon all 
off occaſions, engaging in any battle; he even 
al gave up many of his juſt rights to avoid quar- 
eas 1elling : which conduct initead of gaining, as 
ral it juſtly deſerved, the approbation of his com- 
44 panions, drew upon him the inſult and abuſe | 
th] of the whole ſchool; and they were perpetu- 
uld ally teazing him with the approbrious title of 
ing coward, For ſome time he bore it with great 
14 good humour, and endeavoured to laugh it 
off, but finding that had no effect, he one day 
ef} thus addreſſed us: If you ſuppoſe that I like 
1 to 
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to be called a coward, you are all very muchil| 
miſtaken; or if you think me one, I ailugge 
ou that you are not leſs ſo: for no boy in th oo 
' ſchool, ſhould, if, put to the trial, ſheyk1o 
| at 


— a” = 


* 
= 


\* 
ut 2 
* — 

8 


1 
E 
- * 
Mirren a 
ae 
— ͤ — 
— — 


D 
eig. 
Fit: 


—— 

- 

” Fg 
- 

* 

1 


9 0 
* ”y * 


7 
1 
| 
[ 
— 
9 
e 1 
Ny if 
7 
2 


f { 
greater reſolution than myſelf; indeed I thin of 
it no ſmall proof of patience that I have born; 
vour repeated infults ſo long; when I could. 
by behaving more like a ſavage beaſt, and lelf,r 
like a reaſonable creature, have eſtabliſhed mea: 
character at once: but I abhor quarrelling, ml, 
ſoul deteſts to treat my fellow creatures as iſor 
they were brutes, from whoſe fangs I muſfq, 


defend myſelf, but if nothing elſe but Agb 
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ill convince you, that I poſſeſs not leſs cou- 
ge than yourſelves, 1 will now ofler in cold 
00d, to engage with the biggeit boy in the 
Wool, If I conquer him, it will be a ſign 
at I *zow how to defend myſelf; and if he 
onquers me, | will, by my behaviour, give 
proof that I am not wanting in reſoiution to 
fler pain, although I never will ſo far de- 
can the character of a r a/orable kreoture, 
End a Chriſtian, as to fi ht upon every trifling 
Widiſlagreement or- infult, No ſooner had he 
Zſſhttered theſe words, than Every hoy. preſent 
as land, either in his commendation or con- 
Afpemuarign. One quarter o: them, convinced 
Ie the jaſtnefs of his acuments, highly extoll- 
d his forbearance ; Whilſt the other three 
arts, with (till greatef Höfe, 'onlycalled him 
i bully and a mean ſpirited coward, who dared 
ot hght, and for that realon made ſuch a fne 
, Jpeech, hoping to intimidate them. Well then 
aid he, if ſuch is your opinion, why will 
"Mnone of you accept my offer, you ſurely can- 
uld:oL be afraid, you who are ſuch brave fellows, 
leſbf ſuck rue courage, ard ſuch meoble ſpirits, 
mitannot ſurely be afraid of a coward, anda 
Puy Why therefore does not one of you ſtep 
* orvard. and put my ine ſpecch to the teſt? 
Mocberwiſe, after 1 have thus challenged you 
7 % I hope zone for the future will think that 


they 
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they have any right to call me coward; 
though I again declare my fixed reſolution 
againſt fighting, Juſt as he ſaid this, a voice 
called for help, was heard from a lane adjoin- 
ing to the play yard. Immediately we all 
flocked to the ide neareſt whence it proceed» 
ed, and clambering upon benches, watering- 
pots, or whatever firſt came in our way, 
peeped over the wall, where we diſcovered 
two well grown lads about ſeventeen or eigh- 
teen ſtripping a little boy of his cloaths, and 


bf — ft a 1 1 Wet 
fl U 1 
* i 


00 "Nr mM 
Wt 110 . 12 þ 


Wu! 
ua 


— 


beating — for his out-cries in a moſt cruel 
manner: and at a little diſtance farther down 
the lane, fat a company of Gipſies, to whom 
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zbe two lads evidently belonged. At the 
might of this we were all much diſtreſſed, and 
celyiſhed to relieve the boy, though diſcovering 
b large a party, we were too much afraid to 
enture ; till Tomkins, the boy I before ſpoke 
dout/inſtantly jumped from the wall, and on- 
g- ſaying, Has nobody courage to follow me ? 
n toward them as faſt as pollible, and with 
eqhncommon ſtrength and agility placed himſelf 
h-letween them and the boy, and began de- 
adnding himſelf in the beſt manner that he 
ould ; which hc did for ſome time, with great 
exterity, none of his ging ſchool-fellows 

ving courage to go to his aſſiſtance. At 
nzth, however ſeeing it impoſlible for him 
ſtand-ogt any, longer againſt two ſo much 
rongerthan himſelt, the boys agreed to ſe- 
re themſelves „e amd to ſally ſorth 
his aſſiſtance af together. This ſeheme ſuc- 
eded, and very ſhortly reſcued Tomkins from 
is antagoniſts, He thanked them for their 
ſi ftance, ſaying at the ſame time, I hope you 
fil no longer doubt my courage, or my abili- 
es to Kght hen it is neceſlary, or in a good 
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fuſe. Afteylo ſignat ia prqot of his volour, 
js greateſt enemies could no longer doubt it, 
ol d without ever engaging in fooliſh batiles, 
"= paſſed through ſchool as much reſpected as 
Wiky boy, and his magnanimity was never 


om, 2 
thel in called in queſtion. 3 


WRA W— 


88 PERAMBULATION of a MOUSSE. 
As the gentleman ſtopt ſpeaking, the littfio 
girl called out, O! papa, the coach is at thhe 
door ? Is it ? my dear returned the fathg 
Well then, ſtop, my love, ſaid one of ib; 
ladies; I have got a few cakes for you, ſtay ayer 
take them before you go. She then unlocit 
ed the cloſet where we were, and took dowac 
the paper of macaroons, among which we h 
ſo comfortably regaled ourſelves ; when « 
ferving the hole in the paper through whi 
we entered, O dear! ſhe exclaimed, the mf if 
have actually got into my cupboard: I 
move all the things out this very morning 4 
lock the cat up in it, ſor I ſhall be undonq i 
the mice once get foqting here, they will {dll 
{poil all my ſtores, and that will never | 
She then kiſſed hoth the children, and giy ; 
them the cakes, they, the gentleman, 1 | 
other lady all departed : and e roſtantly | 
gan to move the boxes and jars from 
cloſet : whiiſt we, terrified ahnoſt out off 0 
wits, ſat trembling behind, one of them, = 
daring to ſtir, yet dreading the cat's appre 
every moment, 
We were ſoon however, obliged to m F 
{ 
our quarters, for the lady taking down k 
very jar which concealed us, we were for * 
(without knowing where we were) to ) Fe. 
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tioven inſtantly. In vain we ſought all round 
ine room for ſome avenue whercat we might 
hgcape ; the apartment was two well fitted up 
tho admit the ſmalleſt crack, and we muſt then 
agertain y have been deſtroyed had we not, 
ocfith uncommon preſence of mind, ran up the 
owack of the lady's gown, by which means ſhe 
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ing ſight of us, and gave us an opportunity to 
ke our eſcape, as ſhe opened the door to or- 
r the cat to be brought in, we ſeized the 
ky moment, and — ing from her gown, 
Id with the utmoſt haſt out at the houfe 
Vor. I. | | door, 
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go PRRNAMZULATION of a Movse. 
door, which happened to be wide open, and 
I, without on*e looking behind mg, ran our 
till loilcovered alittle crack in the brick wallſe: 
which I entered, and which after many turn 
ings and windings, brought me to this houſgec 
where I have now contindned ſculking about ii t 
its different apartments for above a months 
during wh ch time | have not heard the lea 
tidings of my beloved brether, Longtai 
Whether therefore any miichief befel hi 
as he followed me, or whether he entered t 
crack with me, and then loſt ſight of me, 
know not: but in vain have I ſought hir 
15 day ſince my arrival within theſe wall: 
ſo anxious am I to learn what is becom 
of him, that I -am now come forth, contra 
to my nature, to engage your compaſſion, ar 
to beſee ch you in cale— , - 

At this moment the door of my room ope 
ed, and my fervan:.coming hgftiy in, 
moule j jum ed from my table, and precipitat 
ly retreated to the lame hole from Whence 

firſt addreſſed me; and though 1 have ſeve 
times peeped into it, and even laid little bm 
of cake to entice it back again, yet have 
never been able to ſee it any where ſine 
Shou!d either that, or any other, ever 4ga 
tavour me ſo far with their confidence, as 
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andt me with their hiſtory, I will certainly 
1 ornicate it with all poſſible ſpeed to my 
rallſeaders, whoI hope have been wiſe 
arnſh to attend to the advice given them in 
uſgeceeding pages, although it was deli - 
it if to them by one as inſignificant as a 
nthSE., 
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refed and Sold by John Marſhall, No, 4, 
bymary Church-Yard, in Watling Street. by 


ve 
inc 

ga 
as 
tri 


rr 


5 3 — —ᷣ—ñ— — — 
= — 
- 1 4 — . FE * 
= 
4 . ”- ef ; 
1 — 
- f 2 
- * * 
» 
/ * 
- 
* f X 
Ly * 
4 * 
% % 
= * 
- * * 
. 
% 
/ . A 
- % 
. 
- PLADY V 24 
* - 
- * 
. * 1 
» 
- 
1 0 J 
* \ * * 
* 
P _ — 4 8 
| * 
4 * 
- * i 
* - * 
* 
| ; 8 
„ 


i — z — 2 — — 2 — 


